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OFFICIAL PECAN PIE ADOPTED BY COLLEGE 
1963 

Common denominator between 60-year old pecan trees and a college dessert has 
been discovered by Richard Bland College with the assistance of the Virginia Press 
Women. 

Located on property formerly occupied by the Hatcher Seward Dairy Farm, the 
Southside Virginia Branch of the College of William and Mary is surrounded by acres 
of geometrically spaced pecan tees. 

Taking advantage of this natural asset, the school is establishing the pecan pie as 
its official desert to be served when distinguished guests are present. 

"Selection of pecan pie as a special dessert is especially intended for the alumnus 
whose school association will be recalled whenever and wherever he is served the deli-
cacy", RBC Director James M. Carson, laughingly said, adding: 

"The acres of trees around the campus have been so much a part of the collegiate 
atmosphere, we decided to make it official." 
The dessert's recipe for "Luxury Pecan Pie" comes from the Virginia Press Women's 
recipe book, first published in 1963 and now going into a third revised edition. 

The recipe, contributed to the 127-page cookbook by Carol Almond then of The 
Roanoke Times is an old family one served on many important occasions by the Harry 
L. Almond family of Harrisonburg. Now married, the contributor is Mrs. Romann H.
 
Webber, education reporter for the Miami Herald at Fort Lauderdale.
 
Although the trees are long past their harvesting season of last fall, Miss Esther B. 

Ruedy, Richard Bland accountant, contributed a box full for the preparation of  special
 
desserts this spring.
 

Dr. J. Calvin Holsinger, administrative assistant, noted that college authorities and 
students envision greater usage of the pecan theme as the enrollment increases and ad-
ditional functions are scheduled. 

Luxury Pecan Pie 
1 unbaked 9-inch pastry shell 
3 eggs 
1/2 cup of heavy cream 
1/2 cup of dark corn syrup 
1 teaspoon of vanilla 
3 tablespoons of bourbon 
1 cup of sugar 
1/8 teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoons of melted butter 
2 cups of thinly sliced pecans. 
Line 9-inch pie plate with pastry, flute edge and set aside. 
Beat eggs well, stir in remaining ingredients.  Pour mixture into unbaked pie shell. 
Bake in hot oven (350 degrees) about 45 minutes, or until crust is browned and filling is 
slightly puffy. 
Cool on rack to room temperature before serving.  (Filling will flatten and become firm 
on cooling). 
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PECAN PICKING IS FAVORITE PASTIME 

Now that the leaves have fallen and the weather indicates that 
we are well into the fall season, many students have turned their 
thoughts to pecan picking. From distance, one can hear the rustle of 
leaves as eager searchers dig in the autumn foliage for the tiny 
treasures. 

Among many goodies, those pecans are used for delicious pies 
and fruit cakes. Mr. Miller, the physical education instructor, hopes 
that one women’s P.E. class will pick the nuts and the other class 
will make him a pie. Of course, pecans are just plain good eating. 

Mr. Lunsford, business manager of the College stressed that 
students should remember this one thing while picking nuts – al-
though the pecans are free for everyone, abide by the “Golden 
Rule” (Do unto the trees as you would have them do unto you). In 
other words, do not break the branches when you fall out of the 
trees. 
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USE FOR PECANS ANNOUNCED 

Mrs. Featherstone requested that The Poor Richard 
print a recipe which makes good use of the pecans she 
picked at Richard Bland College. This recipe is the best 
from an old Southern Kitchen – to be made only with 
swiped pecans. 

Cream; 
1/3 cup butter 
1/3 cup firmly packed brown sugar  
3 eggs (beat in one at a time) 

Stir in; 
1 cup light corn syrup 
1 cup broken pecans (snitched from the trees at RBC) 
¼ teaspoon vanilla 
Fill the shell; bake the pie in a moderate oven 375 de­

grees for ½ hour. 
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