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John-Geline MacDonald Bowman
Hatherine Barrett (March 30, 1890-April 14, 1948)

Richmond, husiness Executive
John-Geline Bowman

Grace Hopper A prominent business executive herself, John-Geling MacDonald
Bowrnan helped establish business and professional organizations

Sister Marie Beryg for Wirginia women. She was born in Atlanta, Georgia. After the death
of her father, she and her mother moved to Richmond. In 1913 she

Mary Tyler McClenahan married a Richmond husinessman, Jacoh Killian Bowman . Educated

at the Acaderny of the Holy Cross, inWashington, D.C., she helped
found the Virginia Bureau of Yocations for Women in 1914 and was a
Benita Mosley founder of the Business Wormen's Club of Richrmond. In 1923, the
wear before she gawe birth to twing, Bowrman purchased the Expert
Letter Writing Company, which produced adwertising products to
attract female customers to banks and other businesses. She owned
and managed the company for the rest of her life and made it one of
the largest such companies in the South. In 1913 Bowman was 3
founding member and fram 1920 to 1923 president of the Yirginia
Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs, and she
served as president of the Richmond affiliate from 1926 to 1928 In
1931 and 1933 she was elected president of the Mational Federation
of Business and Professional Women's Clubs. During the Great
Depression she used her position as federation president to oppose
a plan to restrict employment of married women by the federal
gowernment. Bowman was also a member of the Southern Woman's Educational Alliance and supported increased
Opportunities for young wormen to obtain advanced education at William and Mary and other public colleges and
universities. A talented public speaker, she took part during both World Wars in campaigns to sell war bonds, and
during the 19305 she campaigned for the Democratic Party. Her daughter, Geline Bowrman Williams, served as mayol
of Richmond from 1988 to 1990,
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