MLA Works Cited Core Elements
MLA Citations Quick Guide

Works Cited references are made up of a list of core elements. The core
elements allow writers to create reference citations for any type of source,
regardless of the medium.
1) Author. Personal author(s), editor(s), corporate author, director

MLA References
The standard citation style guide for the humanities, especially
languages and literature, is the MLA Handbook, 8th edition,
2016. The Modern Language Association of America (MLA)
publishes the manual.
Multiple subject areas at RBC recommend MLA format for
papers written within that specific field. When you are assigned
paper or project for a class at RBC, be sure to pay close
attention to the citation style that is required.
Two types of citations are included in most research papers and
projects:
1) Citations within the text of the document
2) A list of reference citations at the end of the document
In-Text Citations:
In-text citations only appear in the body of your paper. They
identify your use of an idea of quotation from one of your
sources. The MLA Handbook uses the author-page citation
system for in-text citations.
Reference Citations:
Information about the sources you use in your work are
included as a separate list at the end of the paper. The MLA
Handbook suggests using the title “Works Cited” for the list.
Any source information that you provide in an in-text
citation MUST correspond to a source in your Works Cited
Page.

2) Title of Source. Book title, article title, chapter title, title of TV
episode, film title.
3) Title of container, Book title, journal title, title of TV series
4) Other contributors, Translators, performers
5) Version, Edition, abridged/unabridged, director’s cut
6) Number, Volume and issue numbers, season and episode numbers
7) Publisher, Publishers, university presses, organizations,
governments, production companies
8) Publication date, Use the date most pertinent to you; if multiple
dates are listed, use the most recent; full dates are given in this format:
24 Aug. 2016
9) Location. Page number(s), web address, DOI, stable URL, time on
a recording, DVD disc number

Things to Remember
 If a core element does not exist or cannot be found, simply omit the
element from the Works Cited entry.
 Include a DOI (digital object identifier) when available.
 The URL, without http:// or https://, should be included for Web
resources.
 In the Works Cited entry, “p.” is used before citing a page number and
“pp.” is used before citing a page range.

Examples
Material Type
Book with one
author
Book with two
authors
Book with three or
more authors
Electronic book
Chapter/essay from
a book
Article from a
scholarly journal in a
database
Page of a website
(article, blog post,
etc.)
Video (YouTube or
other)
Image (including
painting, sculpture,
or photograph)
Social media post
(Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, etc.)

In-Text
Citation

Works Cited
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OWLPurdue, 5 Apr. 2017, https://youtu.be/3aN_OSMbnsI.

(van Gogh)

van Gogh, Vincent. The Starry Night. 1889. Museum of Modern Art,
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Additional Resources
RBC Writing and Citation LibGuide (explanations, examples, and links to additional resources):
http://libguides.rbc.edu/c.php?g=484846
Ask-A-Librarian (personal assistance available in-person, chat, phone, or e-mail): https://www.rbc.edu/library/get-help/
MLA Style Center (sample papers, FAQs, and downloadable practice templates): https://style.mla.org/
Citation guide template provided by Indian River State College Libraries.

