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Dual-enrollment

course sets up

students for college

and beyond

BY HARPER LEE
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Bonus points

Dual-enmoliment theatne: courses
are helpful to sudents wanting o
take 2 step torward college and save
money; but they've also been good
for Reck Ridee's gencral theatne
progmm. Not only does the dass
attract vourg theare-dovers and
further engage them in the: material,
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Mustratess the value of programs
that could easily be misunderstood
as silly or frivolous. U1 think what
this dewes Is o legiimize theatre
education in terms of the academic
side, becaase even though there's
no AP test at the end of this course,
there still is a final exam,” Ciminog-
Johnson says. “Students still have
to mevt these standards, And they
still have o read. They still have to
do scripe analbysis. 1t also legitimizes
theam: in the eyis of those peophe
making policy about education. Tt
says, "Hey, wait 2 minute, the the-
s h'l\ this class, which leads
o college education

therefone, we need to take this a lo
mone seriously.'”

18 DRAMATICS . DECEMBER 2016

leger creelie For work com

i 1||II in high school,

that I| ad wider \I|'\||< il
and worked for both college

tudents and those who were col

“The beauty of a dual-
enrollment course is that it
opens up opportunities for
kids who maybe don‘t see
college as their first option
or as an option at all.”

Breaking new ground, for schools
and studlants

one of e
afferings in th

it o support the
Althougl
iSnL ever capagity,
has two full-time thes
andl a third of the

enrollment ¢ i

up opporiunities s who
mavhe don their first
i ) (1. Su
dents are

love and 1he

pass

ol lment

W
el |h| peiter e
s, the schoaol's Thes-

COT W hu had an M.A

thar colleg
Ciming-lohnson
argd Bland Colley
Jill

ancd -|'1||n the ¢

||\d peertoarr

class could count for crec

atre, humanities, or F
ien dese

Ui mi

theatre hisic

The results are il st Setle Cregporr e frardans Green

encouraging. ... Students
have learned how to
translate what they've
learned in class to the
outside world.

Students “are

pects of theatne, puir

in place,” she

high school | i

like: drama clubs and @ 26 i fents s Hritain

Grey Malter of
1y from Great
What I've noticed is that

DECEMBER 2016- DRAMATICS 19




High
standards

Stucents have o meer specitied
leaming gutcomes when they en-
roll in a dualenmollment course, as
faid ot by Richard Bland College,
For example, they must identify
temminology related 1o the ant of
theatre and analyae the role that
theatre plays in socicty, both past
and present, demonstrating a strong
understanding of theatne as a e
art. The class must alse align with
thie National Cort Arts Standards for
theatre education and prepare stu-
dents o participate in the National
Indivichual Events program at state
and national Thespian events

t coleees apith 2t
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Extra credit
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If theatre offers a well-
rounded education, then the
dual-enrollment model is
classroom theatre education
atits most rigorous —a
valuable bridge to college
for a wide variety of
students.
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